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SCBA NEWSLETTER  

Happy New Year!   I hope you and your Bees are happy 

and healthy going in to the New Year.   The SCBA 

kicked off the season at our January meeting with one of 

our favorite speakers / entertainers, Bill Sheppard who 

presented information on local honeybee plants.  The 

Red Maple is budding in several locations and I‘ve even 

seen a dandelion – ―the McDonalds in bee world‖ as 

Bob Blackwelder calls it.   

During the third week of January, I took advantage of 

several warm days to check my hives and found the bees 

busily working away at their fondant & pollen patties.  

We still have February snows to get through so make 

sure your bees have food sources.   

The SCBA officers met in late December and planned 

many activities for this year.  Bill Smith and RC Furr are 

finalizing the program calendar (see page 5), Pat Allen 

has distributed the 2014 brochure and continues to post 

the latest Chapter information on the website, Beth has 

updated the membership roster, and we have started 

working on the Golden Achievement Program Activities 

(see page 2).    

Registration is now open for the Spring 2014 

Beekeepers conference in Wilmington, NC – Hope to 

see you there!  The SCBA ‗Practical Beekeepers Class‘ 
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being taught by Bob Blackwelder, is currently underway 

at Stanly Community College with 61 attendees. 

I have contacted other NC Chapters about their 

Beekeeper Mentoring programs to learn from their 

experience and use the best practices to craft an effective 

mentoring program for our Chapter members.  

  

 

The SCBA started the year out with 53 members - 35 of 

whom are also NCSBA members.  Three new SCBA 

members were enrolled in January.   
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By Anne Houck 

 

WELCOME New Members! 

W. Matt Bebber 

Jim and Venita Forbes 



 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

 Nine Week Beekeepers Class sponsored by SCBA – 
January 27 thru March 24. Stanly Community College -  
Underway now! 

 
 SCBA Chapter Meeting – Ag. Center, Feb. 13 – Panel 

discussion – bring your topics/questions 
 
 Spring 2014 Beekeepers Conference – March 6, 7, 8; 

Wilmington, NC 
 
 SCBA Chapter Meeting – Ag. Center, Mar 13 – Ellis 

Hardison – Raising Queens/Splitting Hives 
 

 SCBA Spring Field Day – May 17 

Stay tuned …more information to come on 
the Mentoring Program! 
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The Master Beekeeper Program (MBP) was created in 

1982 by Dr. Ambrose, who is currently managing the 

Program. The MBP has several objectives including: 

 

1. Providing an infrastructure in which beekeepers can 

improve their beekeeping knowledge and skills on a 

continuing basis. 

 

2. Providing a system that objectively acknowledges the 

accomplishments of the beekeepers as they progress 

through the Program. 

 

3. Developing a cadre of experienced and knowledgeable 

beekeepers who can provide outreach activities to other 

beekeepers, to those who were interested in honey bees, 

and to the general public. 
 

The program consists of four levels:  

 Certified Beekeeper, 

 Journeyman Beekeeper, 

 Master Beekeeper, and 

 Master Craftsman Beekeeper 

 

Each level has a series of requirements which includes 

both written and practical tests as well as public 

service starting at the Journeyman Level. The Program has 

continued for over 30 years with some minor changes, and it 

is the biggest and longest existing state beekeeping program 

of its kind in the U.S.   

 

At the upcoming NCSBA Spring Meeting in Wilmington 

Dr. Ambrose will be teaching a modified Beekeeping Short 

Course to help prepare individuals for both the Certified and 

Journeyman Levels of the MBP. This course will cover the 

kinds of material that a person should know for both levels 

of the Program.  As always, individuals will be able to take 

the exams for any level of the Program for which they are 

eligible at the Spring and Summer Meetings of the NCSBA.  

Attendees of the ‗Practical Beekeeping Class‘ sponsored by 

the SCBA will also be given an opportunity to take the   

‗Certified Beekeeper‘ test at the end of the class.   

Participation in the Program is limited to members of the 

NCSBA.  (See Beth Phillippe for an NCSBA membership form.) 

 

Master 

Beekeeper 
Program 

For more information about the NC Master Beekeeping Program, follow 

this link:  http://www.ncbeekeepers.org/master.htm 

  
 Bill Sheppard and Nancy Ruppert – Discussing 

“Honeybee Plants” at the January Meeting 

Golden Achievement Program (GAP) for Chapters 
Each year the NCSBA Golden Achievement Program 

recognizes NCSBA Chapters that have made significant 

accomplishments in support of North Carolina 

beekeeping over the past year. Every NCSBA Chapter is 

eligible for recognition. Points are given for various 

Chapter activities and accomplishments. The SCBA 

plans to submit our 2014 accomplishments in early 2015 

to the Program Coordinating Team. Laura Krug is the 

Keeper of the GAP book. 

 

Each year, at the summer meeting in July, one NCSBA 

Chapter will be awarded the title of ‗Golden 

Achievement Chapter of the Year‘ determined by receipt 

of the most points in the Golden Achievement Program, 

and can win monetary awards to support Chapter 

activities. 

 

Chapters can receive points in 6 general categories: 

A. Member Service – Meetings and Communications 

B. Member Service – Benefits, Development and Education 

C. Community Service and Outreach 

D. Relationship with State Association 

E. Master Beekeeper Program participation and advancement 

F. Other Chapter Activities 

 

Being outstanding is not all about the points. It‘s about 

effort and achievement toward the Chapter Goals. There 

are certain, determined items that a chapter must do to be 

successful.   So, Chapters may be designated as ‗Golden 

Achievement Chapters‘ by achieving threshold levels of 

points in each category and continue to apply for the 

Chapter of the Year each year. 

 

Dr. Ambrose 

 

http://www.ncbeekeepers.org/master.htm
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SCBA Member Highlight 

This is the first of our monthly series on Getting to Know 

our Fellow Beekeepers. Please help me welcome our 

Beekeeper of the Year for 2013 Mr. Bill Smith. 

What made you decide to keep bees? 

I tried to retrieve a swarm of bees from my mother-in-

law‘s house. I thought I knew a lot about bees. But that 

experience ignited the bee fever instead. Shortly after that 

I went and bought my first hive and the challenge was on. 

How many hives did you start with? Just one. 

How many years have you had bees? Thirty-five years. 

How many hives do you have now? Four hives. 

What is the most important lesson you’ve learned in 

caring for bees? 

Most recently I‘ve learned to be gentle … slow and 

gentle. Don‘t stir them or upset the bees; the less 

disturbance the better. 

 

What bee products do you make?  
I only make honey, and I have wax. 

 

How and where do you sell them?  

I sell strained honey in quarts to returning customers who 

have heard about me through word of mouth. I don‘t 

advertise or anything. But when I‘m talking about bees, 

folks ask if I have honey. That‘s how they find about me. 

 

Do you treat your bees?  

Yes, I use thymol and formic acid (both are natural 

products). I prefer natural treatments because chemicals 

have a lot of side damage; they‘re more harmful to my 

bees and my bee equipment. 

Do you use queen excluders?  

Why or why not? That‘s a hard one to answer: I use it 

very sparingly. I like to let the bees start working then if 

necessary I may use an excluder. However, if I have a 

super full of honey then add another super, I won‘t add an 

excluder because the queen won‘t go through it. 

Do you use screened bottom board or screened top 

boards?  
Neither one. I use a loose solid board, inner cover and 

outer cover. I‘m probably in the minority on this but I‘ve 

found that a screen bottom board makes my bees work 

higher in the hive; they don‘t work in the bottom brood 

chamber. 

Where do you buy your sugar?  
Dominos Chrystal in Charlotte makes liquid sugar as a 

commercial basis. They sell the liquid sugar that is not 

table grade to beekeepers. It may granulate but I just heat 

it and it‘s OK. I buy it in five gallon containers. 

Additional Comments: 

I‘ve been a Master Beekeeper ever since the program 

began. I remember when Dr. John T. Ambrose sent out a 

newsletter introducing the NC Master Beekeeper 

Program (1982) that he had developed. The newsletter 

said that the course would be taught at the state meeting 

in Apex, NC. I sat through a seven hour class then took 

the class test and the practical test that day and passed. I 

believe the Master beekeeper program is great because it 

encourages a continuous learning process. It opens 

doors. 

One of my intentions is to educate beginner beekeepers 

so that they won‘t‘ lose bees. 

Thank you, Bill for taking a few minutes to share your 

thoughts with us and congratulations on being SCBA’s 

Beekeepers of the Year for 2013. 

 

 By Pat Allen 

 

“I believe the Master Beekeeper Program is great 

because it encourages a continuous learning 

process….It opens doors.”  Bill Smith 

 

Spotlight on: 

Bill Smith, 

Master 

Beekeeper & 

Beekeeper of the 
Year for 2013 
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Spring will be arriving. Your queen bee will be laying 

lots of eggs. The flowers will be blooming. And new 

beekeepers will be appearing all around. It is very 

rewarding to be their teacher in a class or being a mentor. 

But we, as experienced beekeepers, really have to watch 

what we say. 

 

We are used to the beekeeping vocabulary. It is now part 

of our everyday language and we chatter away to our 

friends at meetings. We understand each other. 

 

Now let‘s consider the new beekeeper learning the 

language of beekeeping. I know it is difficult for us to go 

back to square one and how we heard ―supersedure‖ or 

―queen cup‖ for the first time. We don‘t remember the 

words whirling about in our brains and wondering just 

how to use them and what they meant in the overall 

picture of beekeeping. 

 

Whether you teach, mentor or are just talking to a new 

beekeeper at a meeting you do need to choose our 

beekeeping vocabulary words carefully. Otherwise the 

newbee may wander off totally confused. Why? 

 

Well, the newbee may have been taught that ―supers‖ are 

the boxes for honey storage and ―brood box‖ or ―brood 

chamber‖ is where the bees live. We even use the terms 

―hive body,‖ or just simply ―box.‖ But I have overheard 

many experienced beekeepers call everything a ―super‖ 

no matter what it‘s doing. That is fine as long as you are 

not talking to a newbee fresh from a class. 

 

We toss about the terms ―hive‖ and ―colony.‖ In actual 

fact the hive is that thing made of wood (or plastic) and 

the colony represents just the bees. Have we made that 

distinction in class? Perhaps we should also remind the 

newbee that the terms are frequently used interchangeably 

by experienced beekeepers. We frequently hear 

something like this: ―How‘s that weak hive doing?‖ Does 

the newbee think the wood is collapsing? 

 

―Cups‖ and ―cells‖ are not the same thing. Are you being 

careful in distinguishing those two terms when answering 

a newbee‘s questions? I have had to sort out a newbee‘s 

WATCH WHAT YOU SAY… 

mind because, hearing cups called cells, phoned me in a 

panic thinking the newly-installed package was going to 

swarm. Unfortunately the newbee had heard only ―queen 

cells‖ in class. Distinctions really have to be taught. 

Remember, learning the beekeeping vocabulary is like 

learning a foreign language. 

 

We even extend a number of terms to honey. Has it 

crystallized, granulated, candied, solidified? Four terms 

all for the same situation. Poor newbee—what happened 

to the honey? 

 

―Now you can make a nuc with a split. Just take the 

divide and….‖ Have you told your students what a 

―nuc‖ is yet? Just take a few minutes and explain some 

of those words. As a mentor you may have to refresh the 

newbee‘s memory. After all, it is difficult to remember 

not only what the words mean but also what to do with 

the bees. 

 

Go ahead and make a glossary for the students. Just be 

sure to give them all the possible synonyms. And tell 

them that when they graduate to be a mentor, remember 

how difficult it was to figure out what experienced 

beekeepers were talking about. 

 
Reprinted with permission from Ann Harmon 

 By Ann W. Harman 
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SCBA Calendar of Programs and Activities 

 

Date Event 
Programs with  are tentative.  This calendar will be updated as 

programs and speakers are confirmed, Please provide your ideas 

and suggestions to the Program Committee. 

January 9th Chapter Meeting Rocky River Springs Fish House: Bill Sheppard / Nancy 
Ruppert – Honeybee Plants   

January 27th  Beekeeping class Stanly County Community College –1/27 – 3/24 – 7pm-9pm 

February 13th Chapter Meeting Agri-Civic Center, Program – Panel discussion – Moderator 
Bill Smith, Panel Members: John Edge, Anne Houck, Joe 
Smith, JR Whitley; Chicken & Dumplings dinner 

March 6, 7, 8th Spring Conference NCSBA Spring Conference - Wilmington, NC    

March 13th Chapter Meeting Agri-Civic Center, Ellis Hardison – Raising Queens & Splitting 
Hives;  Covered Dish meal 

April 10th Chapter Meeting Rocky River Fish House: Nancy Ruppert – Honeybee diseases  

April 26th Officer Meeting Anne’s house – 6:30pm 

May 17th Spring Field Day Bill Smith’s house – 9:30 – Class; 10:30 - Bee Hive 
Inspection; 12:00 – Cook-out; 1:00 - Games and Fun 

June 12th Chapter Meeting Agri-Civic Center, Jennifer Keller – State research 
activities; Covered Dish meal 

July 10th – 12th Summer Meeting NCSBA Summer Meeting  - Wilkes Co. Community College 

August 14th Chapter Meeting Location AG Center:  Jason and Angela Thomas (Thomas 
Bee Farm) Mead Making; Covered Dish or Catered Meal - 
TBD 

August 16th National 
Honeybee day  

Ag Center National Honeybee Day / Agri- Day 

August 18th Officer meeting Anne’s House 6:30pm 

August? Stanly Co 
Agriculture Fair? Chapter participation??  

September 20th Fall Field day HIPO Camp Ground 

September Stanly Co Fair / 
Cabarrus Co Fair Chapter participation??  

October 9th Chapter Meeting Location/Meal TBD - Program Treating Wounds with Honey 

 
October ?? Ag Awareness 

Days Chapter participation  

October 18th – 
26th 

NC State Fair 
Chapter Booth??  

November 13th Chapter Meeting Location/Meal TBD - Program – Honeybee products / 

cooking, candles, soap, pollen, marketing, etc.  

December 13th Christmas Party Agri-Civic Center 
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Flower Report 

The Red Maple (Acer rubrum) is one of the 

early sources of nectar for honeybees in the 

Piedmont, starting to bud in February and 

blooming through mid-March.  Green stems 

turn red in winter, new leaves are red-tinged, 

turning to green. Fall color is deep red or 

yellow. Flowers are also red.  

We’re on the Web! 

Find us on Facebook at: 
http://www.facebook.com/stanlycountybeekeepers 

 

On our blog: 
http://www.stanlycountybeekeepers.wordpress.com 

 

Stanly County Beekeepers Association 

Beekeeper 

Street Address 
City, ST  ZIP Code 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/stanlycountybeekeepers
http://www.stanlycountybeekeepers.wordpress.com/

