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SCBA NEWSLETTER  

I really enjoyed the NCSBA Spring Conference in 

Wilmington this year that I attended along with 16 other 

SCBA members and almost 500 other attendees.  I 

particularly liked the sessions on queen rearing, and I 

learned there is a lot of interest in North Carolina 

becoming the “Queen Producer State” of choice.  Since 

Africanized bees don’t survive well in cooler weather, the 

consensus is they won’t come as far as NC, and many 

people think we are in an ideal location to raise high 

quality queens.  There is even an effort being initiated to 

establish a “NC Queen Producers Association.”  I expect 

to hear more about the progress on this later in the year.  

I’ll keep you posted. 
 

The SCBA “Practical Beekeepers Class” was a great 

success with 62 attendees.  Bob Blackwelder did a great 

job as usual, and 10 attendees took the “Certified 

Beekeeper” written test at the end of the class.    Students 

will have an opportunity to take the practical test at the 

Spring Field Day on May 17th. 
 

The swarm season is here, so we have updated our SCBA 

Swarm Busters list for distribution.  Another goal we are 

making some progress on is in developing a formal 

mentoring program. Nancy Ruppert, NC Apiary 

Inspector, is assisting us, and I also received a lot of 

information about mentoring programs used by other NC 

Chapters.  Everyone was very helpful and willing to 

share advice and lessons learned from their own 
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experiences.  The experiences and best practices shared 

by this Network will help us create our own successful 

mentoring program.  Please let me know if you are 

interested in helping with this effort. 

 

Since our February meeting got ‘snowed out’ many 

members have requested we reschedule the Panel 

discussion for another month, so our Program committee 

is keeping that in mind as programs are finalized. 

  

Please let me know if this newsletter is helpful to you, if 

you wish to contribute an article, or if you have 

suggestions for improvement.  Thanks! 
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By Anne Houck 

 

WELCOME New Members! 

Ted Bowers, Willard Carpenter, Tracey Cothran, 

Cynthia Fish,  John Huneycutt, Wayne Pinion, 

Jerry & Elizabeth Sinclair, Laura Yoder 

 

  

 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

 SCBA Chapter Meeting – Rocky River Fish House, April 
10, Nancy Ruppert – Honeybee Diseases 

 
 SCBA Spring Field Day – May 17 – Short Class, 9:30-

10:30; Hive Inspection,10:30 – Noon; Cookout, Noon – 
1pm; Fun and Games with prizes, 1pm   

 
 SCBA Chapter Meeting – Ag. Center, June 12th –Jennifer 

Keller – State research activities; Covered Dish meal 
 

 NCSBA Summer Meeting – Wilkes co. Community 

College - July 10 - 12 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Mark McCarter x x x x x x x 704-485-8148

Bill Smith x x x x x x x 704-985-7627

Woody Barringer x x x x x x x 704-985-4314

Jeff Hinson x x x x x x x 704-438-8750

Norm Jepsen x x x x x x x 704-983-5256

Joe Smith x x x x 704-961-8417

John Edge x x x 704-984-3358

Jay Fesperman x x x 704-244-0296

Randy Mabry x x x 704-985-0421

Laura Yoder x x x 828-773-3084

Beth Phillippe x x x 704-474-9165

Ted Bowers x x x 704-622-4227

Burt Keck x x 704-322-9080

Harold Efird x 704-984-0406

John Huneycutt x x x 980-581-1041

Donna Barfield x x 704-485-3034

Bobby Harkey x 704-982-6292

Anne Houck x x 980-322-3700

SCBA Swarm 

Buster
Phone

Supporting Map Area

Finding a swarm of bees in a tree near your home can 
certainly unnerve some people. That is, unless they are a 
beekeeper who understands that swarming is the natural 
method by which honey bees reproduce colonies. 
Typically bees only attack in response to intrusions 
against their colony, but while they are swarming they do 
not have brood to defend and are generally more focused 
on finding a new home, not on attacking.  Prior to leaving 
the original colony they fill themselves up with honey to 
sustain them until they find their new home.   
 
Honeybees may cluster on a tree branch, shrub or even 
under picnic benches. They may remain there for an hour 
to a few days depending on the weather and how long it 
takes to find a new home.  
 
It is a common belief that a bee swarm should always be 
exterminated for safety reasons, but this is rarely 
necessary and is discouraged if bee removal is possible.  
Bee swarms can almost always be collected alive and 
relocated by a competent beekeeper.   
 
As Bee Keepers, we must do everything we can to save 
swarms by gently helping them relocate.  The honey bee 
is our most beneficial insect so we must do all we can to 
protect honeybees on which we depend to pollinate much 
of the food we eat.  
 
The Stanly County Swarm Busters is made up of 
beekeeping experts who know how and are willing to 
remove and relocate honeybee swarms safely and 
humanely.    Please keep this list handy in case you need 
a Swarm Buster. 
 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
Antique Honey Extractor 

(Submitted by Woody Barringer) 

SCBA “Practical Beekeeping” Class 
Instructor:  Bob Blackwelder 

A swarm of bees in May is worth a load of hay; 
A swarm of bees in June is worth a silver spoon; 

A swarm of bees in July isn’t worth a fly. 
Old English poem 

Who ya gonna call??? 

…..Swarm Busters! 
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SCBA Member Highlight 

Welcome to our Second Quarter Member Highlight. 

Please welcome Mrs. Beth Phillippe, our Treasurer, 
as we learn more about her interests. 

  

What made you decide to keep bees? 

When we moved to NC we started a berry farm. We 
knew we needed to have honeybees for pollination but 

knew nothing about them or what they needed. I did a 

lot of research on the Internet and found a man in 
Cabarrus County that rented hives for pollination. I 

sent him an e-mail, and he and his daughter came out 

to look at what we had.  He explained about his hives 
and ended up bringing hives out to the farm.  I think 

we rented hives for 2 years from him.  We saw the 

notice on beginner beekeeping in the paper so attended 

the class. We were hooked. 
 

How many hives did you start with?  

We started out with 4 hives because we found out that 
with the number of berries we had, we needed a lot of 

bees to get a really good crop. 

 

 How many years have you had bees?  
We have had our own bees for 6 years. 

 

How many hives do you have now?  
I currently have 11 hives, lost 2 over the winter. I am 

planning to expand this spring. 

 

What is the most important lesson you’ve learned 

in caring for bees?  

I think I have learned by making mistakes. If you 

make mistakes you remember not to do that again. 

 

What bee products do you make?  
We only package honey at this time. 
 

How and where do you sell them?   

We sell at the farmers markets mainly and to our 
repeat customers. 

 

What would you like your fellow beekeepers to 

know about you?   
We are hands on and will help anyone with their bees 

if they need help. 

 

Beekeeping Methods: Do you treat your bees?  

Natural versus treatment free?  Why? I try not to 
treat the honey bees. We have been starting to use 

hygienic queens.  We use no pesticides on the farm so I 

try to stick to natural treatment on the bees. 

 
Do you use queen excluders?  I have them but I do 

not use them. I was told it is a honey excluder. Since 

we want honey, we don’t use them. 
 

Do you use screened bottom board or screened top 

boards? We use the screened bottom boards. I don’t 
use inner covers either. I have found that I don’t need 

them. 

 

Where do you buy your sugar?  Walmart or Sams. 
Sam’s has the best prices currently. 

 

What do you do when you are not caring for your 
bees?  We are picking berries or pulling weeds. Trying 

to stay ahead of the work if we can. 

 

.Additional Comments:  Are you interested in 

becoming/or have you passed the following 

beekeepers levels?  Not really, I don’t have time. 

Thank you Beth, for the work you do as Treasurer of 

the SCBA!   

 

 

 

 

 By Pat Allen 

 

 

Beth and Dave Phillippe own the Berry Busy Farm 

located at  

8796 Cottonville Road,  Norwood, NC  28128 

 

You can buy their products at the farm, the Stanly 

County Farmers Market, Albemarle & Charlotte 

Regional Farmers Markets, GoLOCALNC.COM and the 

new Peachtree Market in Concord, NC. 

 

 

Spotlight on: 

Beth Phillippe 

SCBA Treasurer 
2013-2014 
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YES! YOU CAN BE A MENTOR 
TO TEACH…IS.. TO LEARN 
 
WHAT IS A MENTOR? 
The dictionary says: 
 “ a close, trusted, and experienced counselor or guide” 
 “teacher, tutor, coach” 
 
EXPERIENCED? ME?  YES — YOU! 
If in your second year of beekeeping you… 
Know what it is like being a first-year beekeeper 
Already know the successes and goofs 
Know exactly what the “newbee” wants 
 
TO BE A MENTOR 
You need to be: 
 A teacher 
 A tutor 
 A coach 
 
TO BE A MENTOR 
Live a reasonable distance from “newbee” 
Be reasonably available 
Be patient—you were a newbee once! 
 
TO BE A MENTOR 
Always use correct terms 
 hive body, box, super, brood chamber 
 these are not interchangeable 
 
TO BE A MENTOR 
You will not “do” unless to demonstrate how 
You will not “do” unless to rescue a problem 
 
TO BE A MENTOR 
You will use safe practices 
Choose optimum weather and time of day 
If urban or suburban, respect neighbors 

To Be A Mentor…. 

Wear your veil at all times 
Smoker use 
Lit always 
Don’t set the world on fire 
 
IF YOU HAVE A MENTOR 
Don’t “abuse” your mentor 
One phone call with 6 questions is OK 
NOT 6 phone calls with one question each 
Respect your mentor’s schedule 
Do not expect your mentor to DO the work 
Always say Thank you! 
 
FOUR LITTLE WORDS 
 
I do not know. But I’ll find out. 
 
BEEKEEPERS NEED MENTORS 
 
 BE ONE! 
 It’s lots of fun!  

 

Reprinted with permission from Ann Harmon 

By Ann W. Harman 

 
 

 

Mentees and Mentors  
What the Beekeeper Mentee Does What the Beekeeper Mentor Does 

 Expects more from his/herself than from the mentor. 
 

 Has experienced at least several years of success, and 
failure, and recovery from failure. 

 Continues learning beyond beekeeping basics. 
 Agrees that there may be more than one way to either 

circumvent or correct a beekeeping problem. 

 Sets up an agreed communication method between 
his/herself and the mentor. 

 Seeks to provide simplest possible answers to questions. 

 Does not expect frequent mentor visits to his/her apiary. 
 Responds within a reasonable length of time to beekeeping 

questions and/or requests. 

 Does not expect ultimate beekeeping miracle cures. 
 Remains candid and admits to past mistakes or areas of 

uncertainty. 

 Accepts full responsibility for his/her bees’ conditions. 
 Is not responsible for any conditions relative to advice 

and/or suggestions provided by the Mentor. 

 Keeps monthly-recorded data regarding each hive’s 
conditions. 

 Is not the final authority regarding another’s honey bee 
property. 

 Maintains a proactive stance toward alleviating 
beekeeping problems before they occur. 

 Offers advise relative to proven and factual positive 
beekeeping results rather than theoretical or personal belief 
methodology. 

 Stay tuned …for more information on the SCBA Mentoring Program! 
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 SCBA Calendar of Programs and Activities 
 

Date Event 
Programs with  are tentative.  This calendar will be updated as 

programs and speakers are confirmed, Please provide your ideas 

and suggestions to the Program Committee.(Bill Smith/RC Furr) 

January 9th Chapter Meeting Rocky River Springs Fish House: Bill Sheppard / Nancy 
Ruppert – Honeybee Plants   

January 27th  Beekeeping class Stanly County Community College –1/27 – 3/24 – 7pm-9pm 

February 13th Chapter Meeting Agri-Civic Center, Program – Panel discussion – Moderator 

Bill Smith, Panel Members: John Edge, Anne Houck, Joe 
Smith, JR Whitley; Chicken & Dumplings dinner 

March 6, 7, 8th Spring Conference NCSBA Spring Conference - Wilmington, NC    

March 13th Chapter Meeting Agri-Civic Center, Ellis Hardison – Raising Queens & Splitting 
Hives;  Covered Dish meal 

April 10th Chapter Meeting Rocky River Fish House: Nancy Ruppert – Honeybee Diseases  

April 26th Officer Meeting Anne’s house – 6:00pm 

May 17th Spring Field Day Bill Smith’s house – 9:30 – Short Class; 10:30 - Bee Hive 
Inspection; 12:00 – Cook-out; 1:00 - Games and Fun 

June 12th Chapter Meeting Agri-Civic Center, Jennifer Keller – State research 
activities; Covered Dish meal 

July 10th – 12th Summer Meeting NCSBA Summer Meeting  - Wilkes Co. Community College 

August 14th Chapter Meeting Location AG Center:  Jason and Angela Thomas (Thomas 
Bee Farm) Mead Making; Covered Dish or Catered Meal - 
TBD 

August 16th National 
Honeybee day  

Ag Center National Honeybee Day / Agri- Day 

August 18th Officer meeting Anne’s House 6:30pm 

August? Stanly Co 

Agriculture Fair? Chapter participation??  

September 20th Fall Field day HIPO Camp Ground 

September Stanly Co Fair  Chapter participation??  

October 9th Chapter Meeting Location/Meal TBD – Dr. Frank Steele – Treating Wounds 

with Honey  

October ?? Ag Awareness 
Days Chapter participation  

October 18th – 
26th 

NC State Fair 
Chapter Booth??  

November 13th Chapter Meeting Location/Meal TBD - Program – Honeybee products / 

cooking, candles, soap, pollen, marketing, etc.  

December 13th Christmas Party Agri-Civic Center 
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We’re on the Web! 

Find us on Facebook at: 
http://www.facebook.com/stanlycountybeekeepers 

 

On our blog: 
http://www.stanlycountybeekeepers.wordpress.com 

 

Stanly County Beekeepers Association 

Beekeeper 

Street Address 

City, ST  ZIP Code 

 

 

Crocus  Dandelion (Taraxacum officianale) 

The Crocus is a genus of 

flowering plants in the iris 

family comprising 90 species 

of perennials growing from 

corms. Many are cultivated 

for their flowers appearing in 

autumn, winter, or spring. 

Crocuses are native to 

woodland, scrub, and 

meadows. The cup-shaped, 

solitary flower tapers off into 

a narrow tube. The Crocus 

typically has three stamens. 

 

The Dandelion is a common 

weed found all over the United 

States. Its flower is not a single 

bloom but is actually a 

composite of over 100 tiny 

individual flowers, each with its 

own reproductive system. While 

pollination from honeybees is a 

critical form of reproduction 

for dandelion, it is not the only 

one. The dandelion is an 

apomict, which means that it 

can produce seeds without 

cross-pollination, which is why 

the white, fluffy clusters have 

multiple seeds on one stem.   

Flower Report 

http://www.facebook.com/stanlycountybeekeepers
http://www.stanlycountybeekeepers.wordpress.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flowering_plant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iridaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iridaceae
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perennial_plant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_plant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stamens

