
As beekeepers we’re often asked what we do to 

care for honeybees. The best way to learn is come to 

our meetings and get involved. We realize that while not 

everyone can become beekeepers most folks still want 

to do what they can to help the local bee community. 

This brochure lists several ways to help.  

SCBA offers the following benefits and activities: 

...Beekeeper continued education, 

...Local honey bee product promotion, 

...Current pattern and trend awareness, 

...Community support, informal mentoring, 

...National Honey Bee Day celebration, and  

...Two annual field days. 
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A Chapter of the 

Find us on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/stanlycountybeekeepers  

 

On our blog: http://www.stanlycountybeekeepers.com 

 

Tweeter: @SCBeeBuzz 

 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/scbeebuzz/ 

 

Google+: https://plus.google.com/u/1/110801423894608136223 

We meet monthly to talk about upcoming bee events, 

seasonal conditions, and research findings. Join us on 

the second Thursday of each month for dinner 

beginning at 6:00 p.m. followed by a meeting at 7:00 

p.m. Call the SCBA President for meeting locations 

around Stanly County. 

Honeybees are under threat worldwide because of 

virulent viruses against which they have no natural 

defenses. Many colonies in the wild have died out and 

without beekeepers to care for them, honeybees could 

disappear in a few years.  

Bee on the lookout 

for SCBA’s annual 

course that helps 

you learn about 

beekeeping. 

North Carolina State Beekeepers Association (NCSBA) 

Officers and Committees 
President Joe Smith smithjoe36126@gmail.com 704-961-8417 

Immediate Past President Anne Houck ahouck2431@aol.com 704-463-5367 

Vice President J R Whitley edwardwhitley59@yahoo.com 704-791-8745 

Secretary Brad Hartsell hartsellbj@yahoo.com 704-465-7115 

Treasurer Ellen McCarter markm@vnet.net 704-485-8148 

Program Chair Mark McCarter markm@vnet.net 704-485-8148 

Publicity Chair Lori Hatley Smith smithjoe36126@gmail.com 704-961-8417 

Technology Chair    

Membership Laura Krug lauramarykrug@gmail.com 704-438-1560 

Membership Asst. Woody Barringer byron.barringer@alcoa.com 704-985-4314 

Web Master Pat Allen nubiansoap@gmail.com 704-699-3531 

SCBA Email Address  scbeebuzz@gmail.com  
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Honey Plants of North Carolina 

Common Name Latin Name Start Duration End 

Red Maple Acer rubrum 1-Feb 40 12-Mar 

Sugar Maple Acer saccharum 5-Mar 25 30-Mar 

Dandelion Taraxacum officinale 15-Mar 60 14-May 

Sumac Rhus spp. 3-Apr 151 1-Sep 

Alsike Clover Trifolium hybridum 4-Apr 102 15-Jul 

Blackberry Rubus spp. 10-Apr 20 30-Apr 

Crimson Clover Trifolium incarnatum 10-Apr 25 5-May 

Ladino, White Clovers Trifolium repens 14-Apr 102 25-Jul 

Tulip Poplar Liriodendrum tulipifera 25-Apr 29 24-May 

Black Gum Nyssa sylvatica 26-Apr 14 10-May 

Black Locust Robinia pseudoacacia 27-Apr 10 7-May 

Vetch Vicia spp. 28-Apr 46 13-Jun 

Holly Ilex spp. 30-Apr 15 15-May 

Raspberry Rubus spp. 30-Apr 20 20-May 

Privet Ligustrum spp. 8-May 23 31-May 

Persimmon Diospyros virginiana 20-May 13 2-Jun 

Sweet Clover Melilotus spp. 28-May 37 4-Jul 

Sourwood Oxydendrum arboreum 10-Jun 20 30-Jun 

Heartsease, Smart- Polygonum spp. 4-Jul 126 7-Nov 

Goldenrod Solidago spp. 8-Aug 67 14-Oct 

Aster Aster spp. 25-Sep 35 30-Oct 

Source: N.C. Cooperative Extension Service:  

Honey Plants of North Carolina 

http://www.ncbeekeepers.org/piedmont.php 

Some of the best garden spaces are in traffic roundabouts 

and community open areas filled with plants that attract bees as 

well as other pollinators.  

Flowering annuals, perennials,  and vegetables that produce 

pollen year-around will be even more attractive to honeybees. 

The table below identifies plants that attract honeybees 

throughout the year.  

1. Become a beekeeper. Beekeeping is an 

enjoyable and fascinating hobby – where 

you get to eat your own honey. 

2. Find a sunny space for a beehive in your 

garden. Many would-be beekeepers, 

especially in urban areas, find it difficult to 

find a safe space for their bees. So, if you 

can’t keep bees then; 

3. Buy honey from local beekeepers. This 

helps the beekeeper recover costs and 

supports local honey beekeepers who must 

comply with all food standards 

requirements.   

4. Ask your political officials to finance 

research in honey bee health. Beekeepers 

are concerned that we do not have enough 

information to combat diseases that affect 

honeybees.  

5. Help protect swarms. Swarming is a natural 

process when honeybee colonies increase 

their numbers. Honeybees in a swarm are 

usually very gentle and present very little 

danger if left alone. Call a local beekeeper 

to remove the swarm.  

6. Throw used honey containers away. Most 

honey brought in from overseas contains 

bacteria and spores that are harmful to 

local honeybees. If you leave a honey jar 

outside it encourages honeybees to feed 

on the remaining honey. This could infect 

local honeybees who in turn would infect 

the rest of the colony resulting in death of 

the colony.  

7. Invite a beekeeper to speak at a local 

group. Honeybees have been on earth for 

about 25 million years and have adapted to 

their environment.  

8. Bee aware of your bee-havior. When kept 

properly, bees are good neighbors and only 

sting when provoked. If a bee hovers 

inquiringly in front of you do not wave your 

hands. Stay calm and slowly move to a 

shaded area. The bee will soon lose 

interest.  

Resource: Dr. Ivor Davis, master beekeeper 

and past president of the British 

Beekeepers' Association. 

If you see a swarm contact the 

Stanly County Extension Office 

(704) 474-4714 so they can contact 

a local beekeeper to collect the 

swarm. OR 

Visit our website 

www.StanlyCountyBeekeepers.com 

and find a Swarm Buster near you. 

http://www.cals.ncsu.edu/entomology/apiculture/pdfs/1.04%20copy.pdf
http://www.ncbeekeepers.org/piedmont.php
http://www.stanlycountybeekeepers.com

